THIRD   REPUBLIC  AND  THE   CHURCH
traitor, and a band of the flower of the Catholic aristocracy
tried to assault him at the Auteuil races of June 4th. A pro-
fessor was suspended for having declared in a public lecture
that " a French heart could beat in a Jewish breast." The
patriot Deroulede was acquitted for his abortive attempt at a
coup d'etat on the day of President Faure's funeral.1 On June
ayth the Gaulois said that, should Dreyfus be acquitted, the
duty of any patriot would be to kill him. The atmosphere
was scarcely clear for the return of justice.
Just before the re-trial the Cabinet fell, and after a number
of abortive attempts2 a new Ministry was formed under
Waldeck Rousseau, in which the main portfolios went to
Moderate partisans of the revision. This strange combination,
comprising a Socialist (Millerand), an officer notorious for his
ruthless repression of the Commune but frankly hostile to the
existing General Staff (Gallifet), and a number of " Centre "
men such as Caillaux, Delcasse and Leygues, was expected to
carry on only until the new verdict buried at last the whole
miserable business. It inaugurated in fact many years of
Radical domination, and was to be one of the longest-lived
cabinets of the Third Republic.3
On 9th September the Rennes court martial, by five votes
to two, found Dreyfus guilty of treason " with extenuating
circumstances/' and sentenced him to ten years' imprisonment.
But the sentence could not be carried out. Broken in health,
Dreyfus accepted a presidential pardon, agreeing in exchange
not to appeal against the sentence. A few months later a
special amnesty law extinguished all prosecutions and trials
which might still be pending, pardoned all those under sentence
(such as Zola) and thus endeavoured to wipe the slate clean.
This seemed to be the only solution, and met with little
opposition. Everybody was getting weary.
The Rennes verdict came as a great shock to many, but
could scarcely have been different. The acquittal of Dreyfus
1	This will be referred to a little later.
2	Poincare was the first person approached; he refused because the Radicals
did not want any of Meline's ex-colleagues.
3	Its early majorities were only small—fifteen to twenty-five.
345

